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CA272 Homework Assignment #5 

Creating a form and a response 

Step 1: 

Open the “index.html” file provided for this homework and note there are a few styles included to 

change the background color, the text color, and how the fieldset legends are displayed. We will not go 

into detail here about styles, just note the styles are already in place and will result in your form having a 

certain appearance. In this form you will be adding elements for a visitor to request brochures be sent to 

them. In addition to the basic information needed to mail the brochures, just a little bit of market 

research will also be conducted to learn a bit more about your visitor. For this assignment the actual 

results will be emailed to you, but in typical applications this would be captured in a database for further 

analysis. A picture of the finished form is included below. On page two of this document is a smaller 

picture of the response page that should be generated once the form has been submitted. This form 

uses a script provided by the College to take the results of a form and send it to a designated mailbox, in 

addition it will redirect the user to a specific webpage once the transaction is complete. In order to 

make this happen the form element itself and three hidden fields require very specific information. 

These tags should include the data shown below: 

<form id="wantPaper" name="wantPaper" method="post" action="http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/cgi-bin/fmail1.pl"> 
<input name="recipient" type="hidden" id="recipient" value="your.email.address@montgomerycollege.edu" /> 
<input name="thankurl" type="hidden" id="thankurl" value="http://web4students...[fill in the rest].../thankyou.html" /> 
<input name="subject" type="hidden" id="subject" value="Form results to request a brochure" /> 

 

Be sure to change “your.email.address” to 

your actual email address since that is where 

the form results will be delivered. Also be 

sure to change “…[fill in the rest]…” with the 

rest of the address to your thank you page so 

the script can send the user to that page once 

the processing is complete. (This page is 

probably located in your “homework05” 

folder.) 

Step 2: 

The form itself is composed of three fieldsets, 

one each for the mailing information, market 

research, and completing the form. The 

market research has four text boxes and one 

option/select drop down box. The text boxes 

should have labels attached using the “for” 

method and a tab index that allows a user to 

navigate the form from the keyboard. The 
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option/select drop-down box will require you to start the element, but 

rather than typing all fifty states you can copy that part of the form from a 

text file named “states.txt” which has already been formatted so you can 

simply copy and paste. Even though we have indicated certain fields are 

required, that would require some JavaScript to enforce that rule so for now 

simply mark the required fields and in future courses you will learn how to 

create the JavaScript to make it work. 

The demographic information includes a radio group (so the visitor can only select one reason for 

coming to the College), a set of checkboxes, and a textarea. In this example the checkboxes exist as four 

separate checkboxes separated by a <br> tag, but if you wish to put them into a checkbox group you can 

do that as well. The textarea in this example is set to be 60 columns wide by six rows deep. 

The final fieldset includes buttons to submit the form and reset the form. 

Step3 

Once you have created the form and submitted it several times just to be sure it works (you should get a 

separate email with the results each time you hit submit) submit your form and thankyou page to the 

web4students server and update your index.html on the root directory to point to this assignment. 


